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About Gene Carson 

 
 

            

      Gene Carson was born in Marshalltown, Iowa in 1922.  He joined the Marine Corps after graduating high 

school in June, 1942.  Mr. Carson’s service record includes the battles for Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima, with 

the Marine 5th Amphibious Corps.  Gene Carson returned to his hometown in January, 1946 and started a 

thirty-year career with a gauge manufacturing firm. He also played seven years of semi-pro baseball in most of 

Iowa's major cities. Mr. Carson’s writing career started at the age of 70 when he began writing poetry From 

there he started writing short stories and then later wrote his first novel Friends by Chance, Brothers by 

Choice. Gene Carson married my high school sweetheart at Camp Elliott, San Diego, California, on August 5, 

1943 and raised four children. 

Find out more about Gene Carson 

www.truesourcepublishing.com/genecarson 
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By  Gene Carson      

 
~ Available at ~ 

 
  Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble, 

Borders, Books A Million , 
The Starving Writers Bookstore. 

 

ISBN 978-1-932996-13-5;  

Paperback ; 9.21 x 6.14 inches.  

Distributed through Ingram books and 
returnable to the publisher. 

 

      Is there a divine power that determines our journey through 
life?  This story will make even the skeptic have second 
thoughts.  From a warrior statue to guardian angels, “When 
down, look up.”You will never convince the two young marines 
in this story that a higher power doesn’t control their lives.  It 
has its beginning in boot camp when they meet as friends by 
chance and become brothers by choice. Two charter members 
of the greatest generation join the Marine Corps a day after 
graduating high school in the spring of 1942.  Two boys from 
small towns in the heart of the corn belt in Iowa. In boot camp 
they meet and bond to a special friend.  This friend will be a 
guiding influence in their four-year tours of duty.  These two 
marines are Patrick Quinlan and Jason Kinkaid.  Love, honor, 
and duty are instilled in these young men from the day they 
were born. This is a World War II Story unlike any that you’ve 
heard before, but it’s a story with the truest sense of love, 
honor, courage, and humanity. 
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About “Friend’s By Chance, Brothers By Choice” 

 
Is there a divine power that determines our journey through life?  This story will make even the 

skeptic have second thoughts.  From a warrior statue to guardian angels, “When down, look up.” 
You will never convince two young marines that a much higher power doesn’t control their 

lives.  It has its beginning in boot camp when they meet as friends by chance and brothers by choice. 
Two charter members of the greatest generation join the Marine Corps a day after graduating 

high school in the spring of 1942.  Two boys from small towns in the heart of the corn belt in Iowa. 
In boot camp they meet and bond to a special friend.  This friend will be a guiding influence in 

their four-year tours of duty.  These two marines are Patrick Quinlan and Jason Kinkaid.  Love, honor, 
and duty were instilled in these young men from the day of birth. 

Patrick meets Ryan Nichols whose grandmother is Japanese.  They protect each other 
through the battles of Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima.  While waiting to depart the black ash of Iwo 
Jima, Ryan decides to go for a swim at the base of Mt. Suribachi.  After being absent for two hours, 
Patrick becomes worried about his buddy and goes in search of him.  He finds his friends’ neat pile of 
clothes, including his carbine and dog tags.  Pat observes sharks in the area. 

Ryan is attacked by a great white shark.  He is saved by an old Japanese doctor who is living 
in Mt. Suribachi.  He thinks Ryan is a Japanese soldier and sets his broken leg and arm.  When Ryan 
regains consciousness, he has no memory.  He, too, thinks he is a Japanese soldier.  They end up in 
Sasebo, Japan, the doctor’s hometown. 

After the Japanese surrender, Patrick is sent to Sasebo as part of the occupation force. 
The meeting of these two young marines is a story in itself.  “Don’t miss it.” 
Jason Kinkaid meets Andrew Martin while standing in line at boot camp.  These two marines 

bond instantly and vow to be each other’s protector during their tours of duty.  Andrew becomes 
fascinated by Jason’s knowledge of the outdoor world and his boy and his dog ways.  Andrew is the 
poster boy of the military brat.  Andy’s father is Colonel Thomas Martin, the top gun of the Military 
Intelligence in Quantico, Virginia. 

Andrew was his father’s biggest problem until Andy met Jason, the common sense Iowa boy.  
Jason and Andy survive Saipan, Tinian, and Iwo Jima, protecting each other all the way. 

After returning home, they go their separate ways, vowing to keep in touch. 
Jason returns to his hometown from Sasebo, Japan, where he and Andy were sent after the 

Japanese surrender.  Jason falls in love with Corey Castle who saves him from drowning one hot 
day.  He knew Corey as a twelve year old playmate.  Jason discovers she is married to a marine who 
is AWOL in Sasebo.  He was last seen with a Japanese nurse. 

Jason calls Colonel Martin about Ryan Kelly, the missing AWOL marine.  Colonel Martin sends 
his son, Andrew, to Sasebo to investigate.  Unbeknownst to Jason, Andy had reenlisted and was his 
father’s top man.  With the help of his aid, Brant Larson, the Tennessee hill country sharpshooter, 
Andy found Mr. Kelly at the bottom of a deep cove, an anchor around his neck, the victim of his girl 
friends’s brother, Taro.  Taro was a Japanese soldier with a mission to kill Americans. 

An old Japanese ex-fisherman, his wife, and son, become major players in this military 
mystery written by an 85-year old ex-marine who climbed Mt. Suribachi sixty-two years ago. 

Events in this story could, would, and did happen.  My readers will never know what is fact or 
fiction.  This story exemplifies just what life, love, and loyalty, mean to a marine.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


