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          Steven Wilken served in the US Army during the turbulent years of 1969-1971, including 13 

months in stationed at Long Binh, Vietnam. He later graduated from the University of Texas at 

Arlington with a BA in History and Political Science. Steve wrote the book Why Didn't You Have to go 

to Vietnam, Daddy? in 2007 when events brought back memories that he no longer wished to 

suppress. He hopes that telling this story now will help a younger generation understand the forces 

that shaped their parent's lives. He makes his home in Arlington, Texas.  
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    Why Didn't You Have To Go To Vietnam, Daddy? It's a 
question children have been asking since the 1960's. Only a 
true Vietnam War veteran could write such a biting, satirical, 
revealing look into the everyday lives of soldiers within 
Vietnam. In the tradition of MASH and Catch 22, Why Didn't 
You Have To Go To Vietnam, Daddy is brutally honest about 
the widespread drug use among GI's, and a new insight into 
the antiwar feelings of many in the US Army. It's a snapshot 
of America in the late 1960's, the time of the military draft that 
singled out those sent to Vietnam, and those left behind. It's 
not like any other book you may have ever read about the 
Vietnam era, including the cruel twists of fate that awaited 
many returning veterans.  
        The book is part anti-war novel, part history book, and 
part biography of the counter culture from the Vietnam 
Generation. Why Didn't You Have To Go To Vietnam, Daddy 
is a must-read for all who lived during those tumultuous 
times, and anyone who wants a better understanding of the 
Vietnam War's legacy among the baby boomer generation. 
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